
Sunday Morning Schedule  
Choir Practice 8:30  --  Worship 9:30 

Coffee Hour at 10:30 
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The Monthly Newsletter of the First Congregational Church of Oroville 

Dolores Devol       editor 

Ph. 533-8883  ~  e-mail adevol@comcast.net 

The  CHIMES The  CHIMES 

 

REPORTS 
 

Council... 
 

As we bid farewell to 2017 and move into a new year, those of us at First 

Church do so with a small congregation, but it is one of great talent and 

dedication. There are many changes coming in the world ahead, and we 

must be grateful for the blessings we have and go forward with faith, hope, 

love, and joy!  
 

May our church continue to serve and thrive in the year ahead and find 

ways to increase our membership and outreach to the community. We look 

forward to continuing our support of the YMCA, Jordan Crossing and other 

causes in 2018. We wish Pastor Jerry and Ginger well in the year ahead and 

give thanks that Pastor Roy Fisher will serve in our pulpit while we search 

for a permanent minister. 
 

Remember that our board meetings are open to those who wish to attend, 

and suggestions are always welcome. May we look forward to a positive 

First Congregational Church of Oroville 
1715 Bird Street, Oroville, California 

A great place to grow in Faith, Hope, and Love. 
 

Worship Leaders 

Roy Fisher — Interim Pastor 

John Zenor — Organist 

 

 

 
 

Our Sunday Schedule 

8:30 am  Choir Practice  Chapel  

9:30 am  Sunday Service  Sanctuary  

10:30 am  Coffee & Fellowship Social Hall 
 

First Tuesday of the month 

9:30 am  Women’s Fellowship Social Hall 
 

Every Tuesday 

1:00 pm  Sewing Group   Youth Room 
 

Every Thursday 

5:00 pm Choir Practice  Chapel 
 

Administrative Asst./Bookkeeper 

Sandy Bolt 
 

Church Office Hours 

Monday thru Friday  8:00-12:00 

 (530) 533-2483 

 

Website www.fccoroville.org 

Notice of Congregational Meeting 
 

There will be a Congregational Meeting for members on Sunday, Janu-

ary 6th immediately after church to vote on: 
 

        1. Approving Jerry Davis to fill the vacant Trustees position . 
 

        2. Approving a one year contract with Jordon Crossing for use of       

 our church facilities on the following days:   

                         Mondays: 6:00 pm to 7:00pm 

                         Tuesdays: 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 

                          Fridays:   6:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
 

Note:  Any of our events will take precedent over any of Jordon  

 Crossing usage and they will make other arrangements. 
 

        3. Jordon Crossing will pay us $300 a month to cover utilities and 

 also will do some maintenance and janitorial work.  



year ahead, and may God bless those who are already contributing far more 

than is normally expected of anyone. 
 

Happy New Year! 

Jim Lenhoff, Moderator 

 

 

Trustees... 
 

We will all be sad to see Pastor Jerry Hambleton retiring December 31st but 

he certainly deserves it. We are very grateful that he has been able to serve 

us as minister these past few years. 
 

We discussed the proposed  6 months contract with Pastor Roy Fisher while 

the search committee is seeking a permanent part time minister. Pastor Roy 

will begin services January 1st. Our Sunday service will begin January 

7th at 9:30 AM to accommodate Roy's schedule with GracePoint 

church. 
 

We discussed the proposed contract with Jordon Crossing for their use of 

our facilities. They have already begun their classes & meetings. They will 

be paying $300 a month plus some maintenance and gardening work.  
 

The three new “Trane” furnaces have been installed for the Sanctuary and 

Social Hall. The bill estimate is just under $6,000. De Air Co. is giving us a 

really good price. It took 3 days to install. 
 

Batteries have been replaced in the fire alarm system.  
 

Alert! John Zenor had purchased close to $500 worth of music which seems 

to have disappeared from the Chapel room. If anyone has inadvertently tak-

en them home to work with, please return them immediately. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jane Warmack 

Trustee Chairperson 

 

 

Women’s Fellowship... 
 

Women’s Fellowship is busy getting ready for Jerry’s retirement and our 

The  CHIMES 

first fund raiser for 2018. The soup luncheon is scheduled for January 26 

from 11:30 - 1:00. Please join and bring all your friends. 6 or 7 soups will 

be available to sample and maybe take home? 
 

Thank you all who brought cookies, they were delicious and we made 6 tins 

to deliver to our “shut-ins.” 
 

Next meeting is January 2 at 9:30 am. 

 

Kathy Hardy 

 

 

Music Committee... 
 

The music committee has decided to use our choir again for the holiday 

season. We will start “8:30” rehearsal's in January. One of our goals is to 

gather up all the music and get it organized better. Hopfully we can get 

some concerts ready for spring. 

 

Kathy Hardy 

The  CHIMES 

Where’s Melvin? 
 

Church mouse Melvin is hiding somewhere in the pages of the 

Chimes.   Can you find him? 

Dear Church Family: 
    How blessed we have been these “extra” years with Jerry and Ginger 
with us, and may they have a real retirement to enjoy! 
    Jerry has been faithful here at Country Crest as well. May the New Year 
bring new joys to come. 
 

     God Bless you— 
     From the heart, 
     Ginny Vanhart 
 

& cherish the memory of my Lynn’s memorial service. 



 

Jeannie Maes in Mexico 
 

November 30, 2017  

It seems to be taking me a long time to get or-

ganized in Puerto Vallarta this year. This after-

noon I go to an orphanage Thrift Shop, so for 

the January issue I will have more information 

and pictures for you. This is the hotel where I 

stay and as you can see we are ready for 

Christmas. Happy holidays to all of you. 
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December 9, 2017  

Dear friends and family. The last few weeks have been very busy for 

me. It seems to take longer to get organized. (Could it be my age?) 

However, I have done the following :. Visited the missionary work at 

the dump, while there I arranged to purchase school shoes with one of 

the staff, and help serve lunch to the people who live near the dump. 

Betty, the staff person, is getting married this weekend. We have agreed 

to purchase Shoes in January. Here are some pictures I took while I was 

visiting the people who live near the dump. The first picture is from the 

end of one street looking at the dump. 

The  CHIMES 

Puerto Vallarta   
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December 20, 2017 

Below, you will find a card created by Isaiah, our young addition and 

wonderful assistant at our church here in PV. He is a Mexican teenager 

who has joined our church. He helps us with all the electronics of the 

church and is quite an inspiration. He and his family are going up near 

Guadalajara and do some missionary work during Christmas week. It will 

be fun to follow his career. He graduates From high school in March. I 

hope you all have a blessed Christmas. 
 

       Jeannie 

Christmas Blessings  
to my cherished church home for so many years. 

May you all be blessed with many years to come! 
 

  Love, Ginny Vanhart 

  The best to you in 2018! 
 

 

 

 

 

1. My great Granddaughter, Amelia 

Jeanne Converse, 2 + years old and 

the youngest family member. She 

is never happier than with Daddy 

(Mark) in his much used truck. 

2. Krumrei “Men”, Taylor and Jor-

dan. Both are graduates of U of 

Oregon, hard working men doing 

what they love. Taylor is working 

and playing rugby in Seattle. He 

spent time in New Zealand this 

year doing the same! He would 

love to go back. Jordan is living 

and working in San Francisco! He 

persevered in applying for jobs in 

business and has secured one that 

will give him great opportunities 

for the future. 

3. Taylor playing ruby. That's him at the top!  

4. Wayne, Lori and Taylor in New Zealand this year. 

5. Paul and Lynda with granddaughter Amelia in March, 2017. 
 

   Other news; Jeanne Converse has moved to Michigan where she is 

working as a quotation/project specialist for Grabar engineering/

construction company. She remains in the USAF Reserve. 

   Jared Converse has his contractor’s license and started his own busi-

ness, Patriot Construction in Wyoming, taking after his Dad. 

   Mark Converse is working as a truck driver for Legends in Wy. 

He travels to several states and is a great father to Amelia. 



A Brief History of New Year Celebrations 
 

Irrespective of culture, region, religion or country, The New Year is 

celebrated all around the world with much zest and enthusiasm. The 

very  idea of saying ‘goodbye' to the closing year and welcoming the 

new is practiced by many. Embedded with age-old tradition, religious 

belief and customs, New Year celebration is an event of sheer verve 

and joviality. The very concept of celebrating the juncture of bidding 

adieu to the old and welcoming a new year is the oldest of all the cele-

brations in the New Year History. 

 

History of New Year: 
 

 According to the History of New Year, the first celebration of a 

New Year dates back to 2000 BC, where it was first celebrated in 

Babylon. 

 The custom of celebrating the New Year on the 1st day of January 

is a recent concept. In early Babylon New Year celebration was 

followed around the time of vernal equinox in mid March. The 

classical progress of the New Year celebration from March to Janu-

ary is the romantic saga of the New Year history. 

 While the vernal equinox during mid March was the time for the 

ancient Babylonians to celebrate the New Year festival, it is the 

Persians who started celebrating the New Year during the fall equi-

nox. 

 According to the history of New Year celebration it is the Greeks 

who first opted for the winter solstice in greeting the new begin-

ning. 

 It was when the ancient Romans designated the 1st day of March, 

which is again the first day of the Roman calendar, as the New 

Year day, that the concept of designating the first day of the calen-

dar year as the New Year celebration began. 

  It was during 153 BC that the Romans added January and February 

to the calendar which resulted in changing the New Year celebra-

tion from March to January. New Year history is thus the living 

chronicle of New Year celebration and its related tradition, beliefs, 

folklore and convention and is the legend of the romantic journey 

from the ancient age to the modern era. 

The  CHIMES 

Some New Year Quotes 
 

Glory to God in highest heaven, 

Who unto man His Son hath given; 

While angels sing with tender mirth, 

A glad new year to all the earth. 
 

    —Martin Luther 

 

Yesterday, everybody smoked his last cigar, took his last drink and 

swore his last oath. Today, we are a pious and exemplary community. 

Thirty days from now, we shall have cast our reformation to the winds 

and gone to cutting our ancient shortcomings considerably shorter  

than ever 
 

    —Mark Twain  

 

An optimist stays up until midnight to see the New Year in. 

A pessimist stays up to make sure the Old Year leaves. 
 

    —Irish Toast  

 

Be at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors, and let every 

new year find you a better man.  
 

     —Benjamin Franklin  

 

Resolve to make at least one person happy every day, and then in ten 

years you may have made three thousand, six hundred and fifty persons 

happy, or brightened a small town by your contribution to the fund of 

general enjoyment. 
 

     —Sydney Smith  

 

Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things 

that you didn’t do than by the ones you did do. So throw off the bow-

lines. Sail away from the safe harbor. Catch the trade winds in your 

sails. Explore. Dream. Discover. 
 

     —Mark Twain  
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The Darkling Thrush 
 by Thomas Hardy  

  

 I leant upon a coppice gate  

 When Frost was spectre-gray, 

 And Winter's dregs made desolate  

 The weakening eye of day.  

 The tangled bine-stems scored the sky  

 Like strings of broken lyres,  

 And all mankind that haunted nigh  

 Had sought their household fires.  

 

 The land's sharp features seemed to be  

 The Century's corpse outleant,  

 His crypt the cloudy canopy,  

 The wind his death-lament.  

 The ancient pulse of germ and birth  

 Was shrunken hard and dry,  

 And every spirit upon earth  

 Seemed fervourless as I.  

 

 At once a voice arose among  

 The bleak twigs overhead  

 In a full-hearted evensong  

 Of joy illimited;  

 An aged thrush, frail, gaunt, and small, 

 In blast-beruffled plume,  

 Had chosen thus to fling his soul  

 Upon the growing gloom.  

 

 So little cause for carolings  

 Of such ecstatic sound  

 Was written on terrestrial things  

 Afar or nigh around,  

 That I could think there trembled through  

 His happy good-night air  

 Some blessed Hope, whereof he knew  

 And I was unaware.  

The  CHIMES 

That Pesky Mouse 
 

Once again that wayward church mouse Melvin has caused consterna-

tion among the congregation. In the December issue of the Chimes he 

was nowhere to be found. However, some astute readers, with the aid of 

magnifying glasses, discovered a Cheshire Cat grin in the stained glass 

window on the back cover. Yes that was Melvin. On the original he 

looked fine but the copier for some reason failed to reproduce the gray 

portions of his image leaving only his nose and grin. Below is what he 

should have looked like. 
 

     Editor 
 

PS: Melvin appears elsewhere in this issue. 

COME GET WARM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Congregational Church  
1715 Bird St., Oroville 

 

Friday, January 26, 2018   -   11:30 to 1:00 
 

COME JOIN US. WE WILL BE OFFERING SIX KINDS OF SOUPS  
TRY ONE or TRY ALL 

 

Bread and dessert included 
 

$10.00 per person donation 
 

Reservations recommended but not required  -  533-2483 
 

** Take out available ** 



A HOLY CONGREGATION 
 

Christmas Eve Sunday, Pastor Jerry enlightened us as to the glory of 

the word, ''Holy,'' formally defined as, ''Dedicated or consecrated to 

god.'' He also threw in some humor: Holy Moly! Holy Toledo! Holy 

Mackerel! 
 

I quickly realized what a holy congregation we have here at First 

Church. Ours is a congregation of thankfulness and praise. Everyone 

participates in his or her own way by actively volunteering or attending 

services. It all adds up to what Pastor Jerry coined as becoming, ''Holier 

than now!''  
 

We are blessed beyond measure to belong to such a joyful congregation 

that lives and breathes Psalms 100:1-5:  
 

Shout praises to the LORD, everyone on this earth. Be joyful and 

sing as you come in to worship the LORD! You know the LORD is 

God! 

He created us, and we belong to him; we are his people, the sheep 

in his pasture. Be thankful and praise the LORD as you enter his 

temple. 

The LORD is good! His love and faithfulness will last forever. 
 

May all of you have a Happy and Holy New Year! 
 

     Kay Lenhoff Castro 

 

 

Chimes Deadline will be Tues. Jan. 23rd. 
Articles may be left in the Chimes box at the church office 

or e-mail to adevol@comcast.net 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

12 Carmen Lipka 

22 Carolyn Lindsay 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

25 Richard and Ann  

  Chamberlain 
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FRIENDSHIP 
Is when people know 

all about you… 
but like you anyway. 

Irish humor from Jeannie Maes 

Monthly Financial Update 

For the Month of December 
(Thru Dec. 24, 2017) 

 

Approved annual budget for 2017–2018  $   94,750.00  

Budget needs for each week:    $     1,822.12 

Budget needs each month:    $     7,895.83 

_________________________________________________________ 

 

Income for the month: 

Pledges, gifts & tithes:    $    3,841.28 

 Rentals               $    1,050.00   

 Garden Fund     $         25.00

 Misc. Donation           $    1,305.00 

 Organ Maint.     $         50.00

   

TOTAL INCOME FOR THE MONTH:    $   6,271.28 


